
March 4, 2003

Dear ,

I am sorry you were unable to attend our first Faith-Based and Community Initiatives meeting in
Anchorage.  We had to change the venue at the very last minute in order to accommodate the number of
people who wanted to participate.  More than 100 people attended!

I gave a “keynote” address and we also heard from Balan Ayyar, a representative from the White House;
Department of Health & Social Services Commissioner Joel Gilbertson; Department of Corrections
Chaplaincy Coordinator Mike Ensch; Mayor George Wuerch; and Director of the Anchorage Department
of Health & Human Services, Jewel Jones.

Five very successful faith-based programs were also featured.  We received valuable insight from these
groups as well as input from the community on ideas for change.  Enclosed is a brief synopsis of issues
raised at this meeting.

Based on the success of our meeting, I plan to host similar forums in Fairbanks and Juneau. I also plan to
assemble a working group of committed Alaskan to help us.

We have a lot of work ahead of us and I am excited by the possibilities.  I am encouraged by the
enthusiasm about this endeavor that people are expressing to me across our state.

Thank you and God bless.

Sincerely,

Loren Leman
Lieutenant Governor

Enclosure


