
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives
Murkowski-Leman Administration

Like President Bush, Governor Murkowski and I want to ensure that faith-based and
community volunteer efforts can be encouraged to increase ministries and services.  This
will include, in some cases, the ability to compete on an equal footing for government
grants.  We want to maintain the integrity of faith-based missions, strengthen private
support and reduce bureaucratic barriers.

Both the Governor and I have a sincere interest in seeing a successful partnership
between the faith-based community and State agencies. Some of the State departments
have already committed to identifying liaisons within departments to work with us and
faith-based and community volunteers.

Our first FBCI meeting was held in Anchorage on February 20.  We had to change the
venue at the last minute to accommodate the number of people who wanted to participate.
More than 100 people attended!  We received valuable input and have since made
progress on suggestions such as accrediting faith-based counseling programs and
enhancing use of a comprehensive clearinghouse of information on faith-based and
community programs across the State.

I will soon be appointing a Working Group of committed Alaskans to help us.

We will be meeting next in Juneau on April 24 for our second FBCI scoping meeting.
We are focusing on what is working now; what could work better if government will
make a few changes; and what we are not doing but could, if we made changes.

If you would like to be included on our communication list please contact Gwen Hall in
my Anchorage office at 269-7460 or Nona Wilson in my Juneau office at 465-4084.

Sincerely,

Loren Leman
Lieutenant Governor


